
 

NFPA 70E Table 130.7(C)(15)(a) 
Arc-Flash PPE Categories for Alternating Current (ac) Systems 

 

Equipment 

Arc 
Flash 
PPE 

Category 

Arc-flash 
boundary 

Panelboards or other equipment rated 240 volts and below 
Parameters: 
Maximum of 25 kA available fault current; maximum of 
0.03 sec (2 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working 
distance 455 mm (18 in) 

1 
485 mm 
(19 in.) 

Panelboards or other equipment rated greater than 240 
volts and up to 600 volts 
Parameters: 
Maximum of 25 kA available fault current; maximum of 
0.03 sec (2 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working 
distance 455 mm (18 in) 

2 
900 mm 

(3 ft) 

600-volt class motor control centers (MCCs) Parameters: 
Maximum of 65 kA available fault current; maximum 
of 0.03 sec (2 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working 
distance 455 mm (18 in) 

2 
1.5 m 
(5 ft) 

600-volt class motor control centers (MCCs) Parameters: 
Maximum of 42 kA available fault current; maximum 
of 0.33 sec (20 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working 
distance 455 mm (18in.) 

4 
4.3 m 
(14 ft) 

600-volt class switchgear (with power circuit breakers or 
fused switches) and 600-volt class switchboards 
Parameters: 
Maximum of 35 kA available fault current; maximum of 0.5 
sec (30 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working 
distance 455 mm (18in.) 

4 
6 m 

(20 ft) 

Other 600-volt class (277 volts through 600 volts, 
nominal) equipment 
Parameters: Maximum of 65 kA available fault cur- rent; 
maximum of 0.03 sec (2 cycles) fault clearing time; 
minimum working distance 455 mm (18 in.) 

2 
1.5 m 
(5 ft) 

 


